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Abstract of the Disclosure 

A self-adjusting side guide for a document-handling machine having a 
feed deck along which documents are transported is provided. The self-adjusting 
side guide includes a first member mounted for movement along the feed deck 
toward and away from the documents; a guide wall mechanism operatively 
connected to the first member for movement relative to the first member; and 
a biasing device that applies a biasing force that biases the guide wall into a first 
position relative to the first member. The side guide operates such that at times 
when an external force sufficient to move the first member along the feed deck in 
the direction of the documents is applied to the guide wall mechanism, the guide 
wall mechanism moves toward the documents against the biasing force from the 
first position to a second position relative to the first member without any 
movement of the first member toward the documents. 
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